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History of PTA Advocacy Day for Education

The first Advocacy Day took place in 1980. It was prompted by the passage of Proposition 13 and its anticipated negative impact
on education. Advocacy Day founding leader, Gwen Regalia, worked with a small group of dedicated volunteers to convince
people to take a bus to Sacramento and meet face to face with local legislators to advocate for education.
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Today, our advocacy continues. We now meet locally and our legislators come to us. It sometimes feels as though our advocacy S’ﬁm [w a”e PTA Gm” S
through the years has been centered on finances. Since California consistently ranks among the bottom five states in the nation in
per pupil funding, there has been a great need for advocacy around the issue of funding. However, our advocacy efforts over
three decades have also focused on issues of education reform, class size, standardized testing, special needs and children’s
health issues.

The Legislative Committees of local PTA councils plan and execute Advocacy Day on behalf of their respective councils. After
years of empowering PTA volunteers to advocate, local PTAs have become strong partners with their school districts in ensuring
access to quality programs and facilities for their students.

In addition to influencing our legislators, Advocacy Day also serves as a vehicle for informing PTA volunteers and community

members. Often, the idea of advocacy can be intimidating. By putting on this annual event, we hope to make the idea of
advocacy accessible to everyone. Thank you for attending and carrying on this important work.
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